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Joseph L. McCourt Middle School Mission Statement

Joseph L. McCourt Middle School is committed to providing an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust.  Teachers will engage in best practice to provide all students with meaningful learning experiences.   These experiences will ensure appreciation of one’s individuality, a passion for all to become life-long learners and to be productive members of society.

Joseph L. McCourt Middle School 

Vision Statement

We believe in:

· exemplifying cooperation, determination, responsibility, respect and pride

· fostering a safe, nurturing environment

· embracing different learning styles

· supporting academic, social and emotional needs

· creating curricula that is relevant, exploratory and challenging

      collaboration to form family and community partnerships
North Cumberland Middle School Mission Statement
To celebrate life, learning, and to pursue excellence;

To encourage and inspire respect;

To embrace diversity; and

To value the accomplishments of all members of the NCMS community.

North Cumberland Middle School 

Statement of Student Success
Successful students understand their role in learning and put forth their best effort to exceed their expectations.  Students that are motivated and inspired to continuously improve academically and personally are successful.  Successful students are respectful and responsible school citizens who contribute to a positive learning environment.  

North Cumberland Middle School community members are:
Respectful, Responsible and Ready to Learn!

PRINCIPALS’ MESSAGE
Dear Students:

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to McCourt Middle School or North Cumberland Middle School. The years that you spend in middle school will be both rewarding and enjoyable. It is the goal of the entire faculty and staff at both middle schools to provide you with the best possible educational experience as well as to prepare you to meet the challenges of the future.

Your responsibilities while a student in middle school are varied. Strive to ensure that you get the most out of each class and that you complete all requirements to the best of your ability. If you are struggling through a particular concept, or need extra help, please talk to your teachers and actively seek their assistance. By setting a good example, working hard, and behaving properly, you are recognizing the seriousness of a good education. This way you are establishing patterns that will remain with you throughout life.

We encourage you to participate in the various activities that take place during your middle school years and take advantage of the opportunities that present themselves. It is our intention not only to provide you with a well-rounded education, but also to help guide you through this important adolescent stage in your life. 

This Program of Studies is provided to help you and your parents better understand what you will be learning in middle school and to familiarize you with the curriculum that will be offered and the personnel that will be available to you during the school year. 
Thanks and best wishes for a wonderful middle school experience!
Armand Pires



Richard Drolet
Armand Pires



Richard Drolet, Ed.D.

McCourt MS Principal


North Cumberland MS Principal

Teaming in the Middle School
The teaming concept is the heart of the middle school, providing both an academic and self-esteem promoting structure for the young adolescent.  A teaming structure melds the departmental emphases of the high school with the traditional “homeroom” pattern of the elementary schools.  

Each team consists of teachers in English, social studies, science, mathematics and a special educator. Grouping is heterogeneous, except in mathematics classes.  All students take courses outside of the team in world langauge (gr. 7 & 8 only), physical education, health, technology education, general music, and art. The teaming model in middle school has proved to be popular and successful structure for meeting the diverse academic and social needs of students at an important point in their personal development.  

Parents are encouraged to maintain close contact with the school regarding their child’s progress.  Appointments with the team may be scheduled during their common planning time as well as other times, which are mutually convenient.  
Reporting Progress 

Report Cards are issued four times during the school year.  Grades are reported for the first, second, third and fourth quarter. 
Marks found on report cards may be any of the following:

Grading Codes
	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	F
	Below 70/Failing

	E
	Excellent

	VG
	Very Good

	G
	Good

	S
	Satisfactory

	P
	Passing

	F
	Failing


Progress reports will be issued in the middle of each marking period.  Other special reports may be issued to call attention to students and their parents, to the fact that student work is not up to standards expected or to commend students for outstanding work.  In many instances, it is desirable that such notices be supplemented by a conference between the student, his/her parents, and the teacher.  On occasion students and their parents may wish to discuss scholastic difficulties with guidance counselors as well.  Teachers may also use special reports at any time to record work students have done exceptionally well.  

Special reports may also be issued as a supplement to report card grades, indicating unsatisfactory or failing work.  These reports will give the reasons why work is unsatisfactory or failing and will also suggest ways in which students can improve their level of achievement and also to commend students for outstanding work.  

Course Selection
Middle school course selection is created by the principal. All students will take the four core classes of English, social studies, mathematics, and science. Students will also engage in exploratory opportunities within the unified arts rotation. Those courses include world language, physical education, health, technology education, general music, and art.  

Unified Arts Rotation
The entire curriculum in this program is exploratory, for young adolescents, by nature, are adventuresome, curious explorers. Exploration, in fact, is the aspect of a successful middle school’s curriculum that most directly and fully reflects the nature and needs of young adolescents.  Although some experiences or courses may be labeled exploratory, it should not be assumed they are, therefore, non-academic.  Exploration is an attitude and approach, not a classification of content (NMSA, 2003). 
English Language Learners
McCourt Middle School offers an ESL program for English Language Learners. Our goal is to provide social/instructional English language development and academic language proficiency. The ESL/ELA classroom is aligned to state GLEs along with WIDA ELP standards. Students are grouped for explicit/direct English acquisition/development and content for English Language Arts. This class is taught by a content endorsed ESL/ELA teacher. Professional development in Sheltered Content Instruction is available to all teachers of ELLs. The middle school uses multiple measures to evaluate the progres of students including the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs and state NECAP testing. Students who meet state exit criteria are monitored for progress for two years.   

Please Note:  There is always the possibility that courses listed in the Program of Studies may not run due to low enrollment or budget constraints.  

Unified Arts 

Health Education 
The middle school health program teaches students about physical, mental, emotional and social health. It builds student’s knowledge, skills, and positive attitudes about health. Health Education motivates students to improve and maintain their health, prevent disease, make positive choices and reduce risky behaviors. The Health Education curriculum is aligned with the standards outlined by the RI Health Education Framework: Nutrition, physical activity, mental and emotional health, sexuality and family life, injury prevention, alcohol, tobacco and drug education and prevention of disease, such as HIV/AIDS. Health meets grades 6-8 for one trimester a year.  
Physical Education
The core expectation of the physical education program is that students will be physically active and full participants during class. Students will be given the opportunity to explore a wide variety of sports games and leisure time activities throughout the program. As a result of these experiences, students will gain the necessary knowledge and skills to remain physically active throughout their life as part of a healthy lifestyle. In addition, an appreciation for the lifelong benefits and potential enjoyment of physical activity will be facilitated. Physical Education meets grades 6-8 for two trimesters a year.  
Art Education
Primarily focusing on a student-centered teaching approach, students in the art room have an opportunity to sharpen their visual literacy and develop their experience with the sequence of the elements and principles of design. Fused with this curriculum approach is a consistent push for students to foster creative and critical thinking skills. Thus, middle school students will not only create original work, but be challenged with the process of their work as well. Students will be taught to more formally consider their own work, and the works of art throughout history. Studio time provides students with hands-on experiences with a variety of media in drawing, sculpture, perspective, ceramics, painting, printmaking, and collage. Classes are aligned with the National Visual Arts Standards. Art meets grades 6-8 for one trimester a year.  
Technology Education
Technology education at the middle school is a program that provides all students the opportunity to be technologically literate. Technologically capable students are able to recognize problems needing practical solutions, develop and evaluate a variety of solutions to a perceived problem and select, optimize, and apply knowledge and other resources to solve practical problems. In addition to technology education, computer literacy skills are taught to enhance students ability to be successful in a technological world. The areas of instruction within the computer literacy framework are systems and fundamentals, social and ethical, word processing, spreadsheets, multimedia and presentations, telecommunication, and internet and database. Tech. Ed. meets grades 6-8 for one trimester a year.  
General Music
In general music class the students will explore music

through singing, playing instruments, and composing.
They will develop music reading and notating skills,
and compose and arrange pieces within specified
guidelines. Listening skills will be developed by analyzing and describing music, and by evaluating musical
performances. The class activities will foster understanding
of relationships between music, the other arts, and
disciplines outside the arts. The goal of general music class
is to develop in the students life-long interest and
involvement in music. Music meets grades 6-8 for one
trimester a year.  
World Languages
Students will take both French and Spanish in 7th grade for a semester each and then choose one to study for the entire year as an 8th grade student. The 7th grade topics that are studied include names, greetings and expressions of courtesy, farewells, introductions, alphabet and pronunciation, calendar (days, months and seasons), dates, classroom objects and commands, numbers 1-100 foods, colors, geography and weather. The 8th grade topics expand to numbers to 1,000, family members, time, nouns, question words and forming questions, verbs and the weather. 7th grade students will have World Language every other day with one semester consisting of French and the other Spanish. 8th grade students will have one whole year of French or Spanish for one whole year every other day.  
Reading
Reading as a separate subject in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades is scheduled for any student who performs below proficiency on the reading section of the NECAP exam and/or scores more than one year below grade level on the Developmental Reading Assessment. Reading is a full year course and meets every other day. In reading class, instruction is differentiated according to assessment results and students receive whole class, one-on-one, and small group instruction where reading strategies are addressed including decoding strategies, working with words, vocabulary, summarizing the text, making connections, literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, visualizing, reflecting, and understanding the text. Along with learning these strategies, students learn to highlight key information in texts, exploring fiction and non-fiction texts, using graphic organizers to organize information, taking notes and improving writing skills related to the text. Students are given opportunities to chart their progress in various skills, and reading achievement is measured in terms of the progress that a student makes in the areas of instruction for any given marking period.
English/Language Arts
The English courses in grades 6-8 are designed around high performance standards

that students should meet in order to communicate effectively, make decisions, solve

social and work-related problems, and continue learning throughout their lives. The

curriculum provides opportunities for all students to demonstrate the ability to read,

write, utilize conventions, speak, listen, view, and observe for a variety of purposes in

educational, individual, social, civic, and occupational contexts.   

Grade 6
Students will engage in the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising,


editing). Students will be required to write at least a 3 paragraph personal

narrative and a research essay. Along with the research essay, there may


be an oral presentation component at the teacher’s discretion. Other


assignments could include but are not limited to book reports, projects,

reviews, and writing prompts. Reading for the year will include short

stories, drama, poetry, nonfiction, and novels. The two required classroom

novel units are Freak the Mighty and Something Upstairs. The students are

expected to have an independent reading book at all times. The


instructional emphasis is on the literary terms and devices and

comprehension. At the teacher’s discretion, other learning opportunities

may include vocabulary units, debates, small group and class discussions.
Grade 7
Students will engage in the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising,
editing). Students will be required to write multiple 3-5 paragraph essays which will include narrative, expository, descriptive, and compare and contrast. Students will read the following genres: short stories, poetry, drama, non-fiction (which will include a short research paper), and mythology. Students will be required to read the novels Tears of a Tiger and Touching Spirit Bear, as well as other novels that may be teacher directed or individually selected. The instructional emphasis will be in literary terms and devices and comprehension.Vocabulary will be taught within the required units. Students will participate in class or small group discussions, as well as prepare and deliver oral presentations.
Grade 8      
Students will engage in the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising,

 
editing, and publishing). Students will write multiple essays of varying


lengths, 3 or 4 per quarter. The types of essays will include the


following: narrative, informational, expressive, response to literature or

informational text, and reflective. Students will read the following genres:

short stories, poetry, drama, historical fiction, and non-fiction. For the

drama unit, students will read The Diary of Anne Frank play, along with a


non-fiction selection. Students will then compare and contrast the play and


the non-fiction selection. Students will also write a research paper about a

topic relating to the Holocaust. Students will be required to use the MLA


format to cite resources for all informational writing. Students will also

read the required novel, The Outsiders, as well as other novels that may be

teacher directed or individually chosen. Students will understand, identify,

analyze, and explain the importance of literary elements and devices in


texts. Vocabulary will be taught within the required units. Students will

participate in class or small group discussions, as well as prepare and

deliver oral presentations.
Teachers at all grades teach and review grammatical conventions including capitalization,

punctuation, parts of speech and sentence structure. The parts of speech are also taught

and reviewed which include nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions and

phrases, interjections and conjunctions. 

Social Studies/History
The social studies/history curriculum is designed to help students acquire knowledge,

judgment, and skills to participate intelligently and responsibly in civic life and continue

to learn themselves.  Essential skills of writing expository papers, using library resources

and technology, reading maps, interpreting authentic documents and data, preparing

research papers and participating in discussions are taught and reinforced in all courses.  
Grade 6
The grade six social studies curriculum presents to the students a
 
geographical and historical approach to the five themes of geography and


 to the understanding of the development of the Western Hemisphere. The 

focus of the study will be the integration of cultures found in Latin 


America and Canada. Based on national geography standards, the 

curriculum was designed to enhance students understanding of: 

geographic skills, migrations, exploration and settlement, and the 

integration of cultures. The 6th grade curriculum provides the opportunity 

for students to expand upon their understanding of the geographic regions 

and the application of these concepts to the development of Latin America 

and Canada.
Grade 7
The grade seven social studies curriculum presents to the students a


geographical and historical approach to the five themes of geography and


to the understanding of the development of the Eastern Hemisphere.Based


on national geography standards, the students will study the five themes of


geography, latitude and longitude, landforms, internal and external forces,


weather and climate, population, world resources, and economic and


government systems. Students will apply these geographic skills and


concepts to the study of the countries of Europe, Asia, and Africa. In


addition, the students will study current events weekly.
Grade 8 
The topics studied are ancient civilizations of the Americas, ten Native


American Culture Regions, exploration by the Europeans, colonization of


North America, the French and Indian War, pre-American Revolution, and


the American Revolution. The course closes with creating a Republic, the


U.S. Constitution, and the new government into the early 1800’s. Students


are provided opportunities in note-taking skills, class discussions, debate,


interpreting statistics, and working with primary sources. 

Mathematics
The courses in mathematics emphasize the pattern, structure, and unifying ideas of the

discipline. Since we have witnessed tremendous growth in uses of mathematics during

the past thirty years, it is virtually impossible to predict all our future mathematical needs.

We attempt to provide opportunities for students to achieve the mathematical, statistical,

and computer literacy that will be required by tomorrow’s society. Acquiring problem

solving skills is a major emphasis of the program.  

Grade 6
Topics covered in this course include Pascal's triangle, order of operations,


exponents, factors, prime numbers, fractions, decimals, equivalents,

negative numbers, percents, graphs, mean, median, and mode. There is 

also a geometry component which includes polygons, circles, measuring


angles, area, perimeter, and volume. The basics of probability and

equations/inequalities will also be covered. Throughout the course,

students will be exposed to a variety of problems requiring synthesizing

and analyzing of data in order to be able to successfully write and

articulate responses to inquiries. Knowledge of and use of correct

mathematical terminology is embedded throughout the year. 
Grade 7
Students will learn the concepts of understanding the relative magnitude of

numbers, writing and understanding algebraic expressions and equations,

area and perimeter of polygons and circles, three-dimensional geometry,

exponents and square roots, signed numbers, linear relationships, data,

statistics and probability, ratios, proportions and percents, congruence and

similarity. Problem solving, estimation, mental math, determining the

reasonableness of answers, mathematical communication and reasoning

will be embedded throughout the year.  

Grade 8   
Students will demonstrate a conceptual understanding of proportional reasoning, rational numbers and the relative magnitude of numbers, apply the properties of numbers and field properties to solve problems and simplify computations, and explore similarity, surface area and volume, and data, statistics, and probability. Students will investigate and develop an understanding of linear and nonlinear patterns,  determine slope and intercepts, and develop a conceptual understanding of algebraic expressions and equality by solving 1-step, 2-step, and multi-step equations for a specific variable. Problem solving, estimation, mental math, determining the reasonableness of answers, mathematical communication and reasoning will be embedded throughout the year.  
Science
The Cumberland Middle Schools science program is designed to guide students

toward science literacy in our increasingly complex technological world. Our goal is to

help students learn to think scientifically in analyzing and evaluating important science

based questions, while at the same time encouraging curiosity and wonder about the

details they observe in the world around them. Asking good questions is the first step in

understanding the scientific issues that affect our lives, and students will have many

opportunities to test their questions in our rich, laboratory-based curriculum.  
Grade 6
The foundation for this course is based on the Rhode Island K-12 Grade

Span Expectations (GSEs) in science. Students will use the scientific
process and inquiry to increase awareness and make connections to the
world around them. The curriculum emphasises three main components:
physical, life and earth/space sciences. The students will be exposed to
and explore a variety of topics. In the area of physical science, students
will investigate properties of matter, energy, and motion. In the area of life
science, students will examine classification, ecosystems, and the specific
characteristics needed to survive among species. In the area of earth/space
science, students will explore the systems and events that cause the 
continuous changing of the Earth. Students will explore and investigate
the solar system as well as the origin and evolution of the galaxies. 
Grade 7
This beginning life/earth science course gives students an introduction to


the biological and environmental world around them. Central areas of


study and investigation include cell structure and function, embryonic


development, classification, evolutionary concepts, heredity, ecology, and


changes of the Earth’s surface over time. Content and skills are developed


through a variety of approaches: including the use of an interactive


scientific notebook, activities, inquiry labs, and regular assessments.


Students are encouraged to grow in skill and confidence as individual


members of a cooperative team.   
Grade 8
Eighth grade science is an integrated course with physical science being


the major strand. The goal of our grade 8 curriculum is to introduce the


student to the basic principles of physical science and to lay a foundation


for their high school science program of studies. Physical science focuses


primarily upon the physical and chemical properties of matter. Topics will


 include mass, volume, density, heat, solubility, the periodic table,


chemical interactions, Newton’s Laws, forces, motion, waves, sound,


electromagnetic waves and light, and Earth and Space topics.

Emphasis is placed upon scientific literacy and lab work to explore these


concepts. Topics of study are designed to meet and/or exceed the Rhode


Island Science Grade Span Expectations. By setting high expectations,


students are given a challenging and engaging curriculum that will prepare


them for their high school coursework. 

